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“I just can’t believe that a Shabbos 
away from home should be so memo-
rable…”

The quote reads like an excerpt from 
a camper’s postcard home, but is actual-
ly part of a note sent to Achiezer’s office 
in response to the writer’s stay at Mercy 
hospital. 

Following Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt’s 
appointment to the position of CAO at 
Mercy Hospital, more and more mem-
bers of the frum community have be-
gun to choose Mercy for their medical 
needs.  Determined to provide them 
with the utmost, Rabbi Dr. Glatt reached 
out to Achiezer.

Thus began a long year of discus-
sion, negotiation, planning, and con-
struction, on what was ultimately to re-
sult in Achiezer’s recently-inaugurated 
Mercy Hospital Respite Room and Bais 
Medrash.  

On Thurs-
day, June 27th, 
c o m m u n i t y 
leaders includ-
ing local Rab-
bonim, coordi-
nators of Chevra 
Hatzalah, as well 
as Achiezer staff 
and board mem-
bers joined to-
gether with the 
Silber family of 
Lawrence for the 
formal Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremo-
ny and dedication of the newest addition 
to Achiezer’s respite room program.

What exactly is the Achiezer Respite 
Room at Mercy Hospital?  It’s an oasis 
of peace amidst the frenetic pace of life 

with illness.  It’s a place where patients 
and their families relax, unwind, and re-
coup their strength after harrowing days 
and nights in the hospital wards.  

The room is artfully construct-
ed with all of the amenities of home: 
state-of-the-art meat and dairy kitchen 
sections; private bathroom; and a com-
fortable sitting area.  Careful attention 
to detail is evident in every corner, 
from the built-in hot water urn to the 
customized lighting system that cannot 
be accidentally shut off on Shabbos.  
Basic staples fill the cabinets: drinks, 
snacks, treats, magazines, mouthwash-
es, (electric) tea lights, and more.  Four 
times a week, volunteers stock the room 
with fresh food, including fresh bagels, 
danishes, and wraps.  Each Friday, the 
warmer is filled with hot cholent, kugel, 
meat, chicken, and soup.

Just a few doors away from the 
respite room, Achiezer’s newly-built 
Mercy Hospital Bais Medrash provides 
a welcome alternative to the ubiquitous 
‘multi-faith chapels’ commonly found 

in hospitals.  
Replete with an 
ample collection 
of siddurim and 
sefarim in sever-
al languages, the 
Bais Medrash is 
made even more 
remarkable by its 
location: smack 
in the middle of 
a Catholic hos-
pital.  The room 
plays host to a 
mincha minyan 
on most days, 
and is always open for tefillah, tehillim, 
and learning.

There is no way to adequately de-
scribe the relief and appreciation of pa-
tients and their families.  To finish the 
missive quoted above: “I just can’t be-
lieve that a Shabbos away from home 
should be so memorable to me…every 
food item you can imagine, including 
anybody’s desire, from hot cholent to 
icy freeze pops…I can just say, ‘Mi 
k’amcha Yisrael,’ and thanks for being 
there for me when in need.”

Achiezer extends its heartfelt appre-
ciation to the many individuals who col-
laborated on this project: 

Mark and Barbara Silber, who ded-
icated the room in memory of Mark’s 
parents, Abraham and Sara Silber 
OB”M and ensured that the room would 
become a shining example of what it 
truly means to be there for our fellow 
brothers and sisters during their times 
of need

Rabbi Wolowik, Tova Brill and the 
entire Chabad Family for their encour-

agement, support, and unwavering com-
mitment to the mitzvah of Bikur Cholim

Shalom Jaroslawicz, Achiezer’s di-
rector of hospital services, the prime 
force behind all aspects of this project

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt, Mr. Michael 
Nuzzi and the entire staff at Mercy Hos-
pital, who did their utmost to accommo-
date every request

Yoeli Steinberg and Gourmet Glatt, 
generous sponsors of the food in the 
room on an ongoing basis

The Achiezer volunteers, whose 
quiet enthusiasm for this mitzvah is an 
inspiration
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Want to go on a family 
trip this summer?

Check out TJH’s trip of 
the week—for both 

trips near and far!

See pages 92 & 93


